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Thank you to the churches who have paid 100% of 2011 Apportionments:  Andrews Chapel, Bethel -

Lebanon, Bethesda, Bladen Charge, Bolton Charge, Brunswick Circuit, Burgaw, Camp, Carver’s Creek,  

Clarkton Circuit, Devon Park, Dixon’s Chapel, Fair Bluff - Cerro Gordo Charge, Garland Charge, Grace, 

Hallsboro, Hampstead, Harbor, Herring’s Chapel, Jordan’s Chapel, Lake Waccamaw, Mishop Spring s, 

Old Dock, Oleander, Ocean View, Peace, Pine Valley, Purdie, Rocky Point, Salem, Seaside, Sharon, 

Shiloh: Maco, Singletary, St. Paul (Tabor City), St. Paul’s (Carolina Beach), Trinity: Elizabethtown, 

Trinity: Kelly, Trinity: Southport, Trinity: Wilmington, Village Point, Wesley Memorial, Wesley’s  

Chapel, Watha, Wesleyan Chapel, Westview, Wrightsboro, Wrightsville, Zion  



 

Hampstead UMC Women 
 to Host the  

2012 Winter Game-A-Rama 
 Join us on Tuesday, February 14 for a day of food, 
fellowship and fun!  Tickets are still available for this annual 
event.  The doors will open at 11 a.m. and a delicious luncheon 
will be served.  Tables are available for bridge, Mahjong, 
Scrabble or your favorite foursome.  Please bring your own 
cards or games.  Play will end at 3 p.m. 
 All proceeds raised from the event will go to local, 
state and international mission projects supporting women and 
children.  Tickets ($12 per person) must be purchased in ad-
vance. Contact Twila Jones at 270-9888.  
 Hampstead United Methodist Church is located at 
15395 Hwy. 17, next to Farm Bureau Insurance Co., about one 
mile north of the Food Lion shopping center. 

On March 17, Disciple Bible Outreach 
Ministries (DBOM) will have an important fundrais-
ing event at First UMC, Cary. This event will include hot dogs, 
bluegrass music, a presentation by General Commission for 
United Methodist Men Secretary Gil Hanke and a live and silent 
auction in support of DBOM. Please mark the date and make 
plans to participate and help support the vital ministry of 
DBOM. For more details, click DBOM Fundraiser. 

Curious George Saves 
 Christmas by Terry Barlow 

I was excited the Sunday morning I drove the church van to pick up a 
few homeless Hispanic persons for a Christmas celebration.  They were 
to be fed hot meals and presented with gifts.  Of the ten to twelve who 
lived in the woods near our rendezvous point five were ready that morn-
ing to board the van.  To our dismay when I turned the ignition key, 
however, all we heard was that dreaded clicking sound.  I used a cell 
phone to call my wife but could only reach her message machine.  I had 
no access to any other numbers of church members or the church office 
itself.  After apologizing to my passengers I waved down a truck that 
was pulling into a nearby warehouse parking lot.  The foreman there 
kindly agreed to send a man with cables in a truck to attempt to 
jumpstart the van,  We were able to get the engine to turn over but not 
to continue running for more than a few seconds, though there was 
plenty of fuel.  I noticed that there were several cars pulling into a store-
front parking lot where we thought there might be a church.  One of the 
homeless men and I hurried down to that location while the others hud-
dled patiently in the cold seats of the van.  What followed was a very 
revealing conversation. We explained our situation to one of the church 
members.  That member went immediately to inform the church leader-
ship while we waited.  After what seemed like a long wait I jogged back 
to check on the other passengers, explaining that I was going to try to 
get us a ride to the church in time for the sit-down meal that would soon 
be served.  At this point the only woman in our group chose to abandon 
us and return to the woods despite my pleas.  By the time I returned to 
the church the leaders had gathered to tell me no one was available to 
help us, and also to inform me how important and inviolable was their 
Sunday morning church structure.  I assured them that I would bring the 
passengers back if I could only get a ride for them to the church some 
15 to 20 minutes away.  I tried to help them to view the situation as a 
great opportunity to bless someone in need which is part of the point of 
the church in the first place.  Alas, they didn't see it that way.  Neither 
did a second church on the same street though I was addressed fre-
quently as "brother."   At least, though, they invited us into their service 
assuring us that someone would drive us to our destination later.  By 
then the lunch likely would be over, the gifts gone and the church near 
empty.  Then another one of the passengers bailed out ( ironically the 
one who had been most critical of the woman who had left us) claiming 
that the entire problem with the van had been stupidly misdiagnosed.  I 
had visions of everyone dropping out 1 by 1 as this fiasco continued to 
play unfold.  
     Next I found a business open and reluctantly they said their van 
would transport us when it returned.  But later they had second thoughts 
and changed their minds saying their boss had forbidden it.  But this 
was after I had assembled the remaining men at the pick-up point.  
Their office did allow me however to use their phone and phone book, 
so I made a last ditch effort to reach the church.  George the mainte-
nance man just happened to be in the church office at the moment I 
called, and happened to have a car available, and happened to answer 
the phone out of curiosity (All three developments were highly uncharac-
teristic I learned later.)  Within half an hour George was on the scene 
and quickly checked out the van mechanically.  (My wife later dubbed 
him "Curious George," and thank God for his curiosity!)  We arrived at 
the church in plenty of time for the men  (Manuel.,Victor and Juan) to 
eat, receive their gifts, hear a little Christmas music, and witness the 
children flailing at the piñata.  Little by little the church warmed up to the 
"3 wise men" and surrounded them with love, friendly attention and 
prayer. 
     In the end I had to shoehorn them OUT of the grasp of the congrega-
tion laden with sacks of food and gifts for the entire community in the 
woods and amid profuse invitations for them to return.  Amazingly Ma-
nuel knew the family of one of the church members and had lived in the 
same neighborhood in Mexico City!  They were both flabbergasted at 
the "coincidence" owing to the size of Mexico and Mexico City itself!  
Juan led us in prayer back at the edge of the woods before I left the 
three of them surrounded by about 20 sacks of food and gifts and dis-
cussing how they would distribute it all.  God not only plans our lives I 
was reminded, God orchestrates them!   

Wilmington District United 
Methodist Women 

2012 Mission Studies 
 
The following mission studies will be offered at Ocean View 
United Methodist Church on Saturday, March 3, 2012.  Ocean 
View is located at 8400 E Oak Island Drive, Oak Island, NC.  
The studies begin at 9:00 am.  Please bring a bring bag lunch. 
  
“Haiti" - Leader: Sherry Mewborn, Wrightsboro UMW  
 
An overview of the cultures that shaped Haiti's past and the 
ongoing legacy of colonialism, along with glimpses into the 
heart and soul of Haiti's people through pictures and Creole 
adages. It also includes the impact of the devastating January 
12th earthquake in 2010. 
  
“Joy to the World" - Leader: Jean D'Addario, Sharon UMW  
 
The title of this mission study reflects the conviction that for 
United Methodists, mission and evangelism flow from joyous 
gratitude for the Good news of Jesus Christ. Its purpose is to 
explore the theology of mission and evangelism in the twenty-
first-century context of Christianity as a worldwide religion. 

Winter Soulstice 
“Life to Liturgy, Liturgy to Life -

Explorations”  
featuring Don Saliers 

Friday, February 3-4, 2012 
St. Francis UMC, Cary, NC 

Sponsored by 
The North Carolina Academy for Spiritual Formation 

See flyer on page 6 

Save the Date! 
Basic Lay Speaker Training 

Saturday, May 5, 2012 
Grace UMC, Wilmington 



 

FEBRUARY 26th is CAMP SUNDAY!! 
Please help us celebrate the camp experience at your church!  Ask a child, youth or an adult who has been to 
camp to share their experiences during morning worship, Sunday School classes or gatherings in the fellowship 
hall. 
The life of a child in your congregation can be transformed forever through a day, a week-end, a week (or longer) at 
camp!  If there is no one in your congregation or community who is available to share their camp experience, we 
can provide one!  To request a camp representative to participate in your Camp Sunday worship service, please 
contact Dail Ballard at dail@ncumcamps.org   
 
Dail Ballard 
NC UM Camp & Retreat Ministries, Inc. 
Executive Director 
910-352-8081 
 
MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION TODAY... 
SEND A CHILD TO CAMP THIS YEAR... 
SUMMER CAMP 2012 REGISTRATION OPEN!!   
www.campchestnutridge.org, www.donleecenter.org, www.camprockfish.org  ...GO ONLINE TO REGISTER 
 
*************************************************** ****************************************  
PLAN YOUR WINTER GET-AWAY... 
RETREATS booking for all three camps...cabin retreat, hotel-like retreat, tent retreat...take your pick...day, night, 
weekend or week! 

 
 

   
 
 
 

“Rewired”  

 
     
 
 

“Fake it ’til you make it"… We hear this a lot. Men, do you ever feel like you’re never going to “make it?” Like you’re 
caught in the “performance trap?”  
 
Here is some good news – You no longer have to live a life of obligation and quiet frustration.  
 
You’re  invited to join other men from all over the North Carolina Conference to find a better way. On Saturday, April 
21st the Methodist Men’s Ministry Center in Goldsboro, NC will be hosting a REWIRED event for men starting at 
9:30am and ending promptly at 3:30pm.  Total cost is $40.00 including lunch.  
 
The sessions include:  
Moving From Performance to Grace 
From Idols to “Spirit & Truth” 
From Self-Sufficiency to Faith and 
Rewired for Biblical Manhood  
 
Presenting these four sessions will be three of our NC conference’s certified Men’s Ministry Specialists and one of 
our advanced Certified Lay Speakers. Their passion is to reach men and challenge them to find the way to a place 
of honesty with themselves, with God, and with a group of trusted Christian men.  
 
For information email the district UMM President, Paul Wilson at:   pswilson42@gmail.com or call 910-599-2159. 

See flyer on page  7 



 

We extend our sympathy to the Neal Wingfield family.  Neal passed away on Sunday, January 15th.  A memorial service was held on 
Saturday, January 21, 2012 at Salem United Methodist Church, Goldsboro, with The Rev. Sandy Schaller, The Rev. Francis Daniel 
and The Rev. Randy Maynard officiating.  Memorial gifts may be given to the MDS Foundation, 4573 S. Broad St., Suite 150, Yard-
ville, NJ 08620, or to a church or charity of your choice.  
 
Please be in prayer for Rev. Mike Davis (Trinity: Wilmington).  Mike’s father, Dr. Junius A.(Jay) Davis, died January 27th at home in 
Chapel Hill. A memorial service is planned for Monday, February 6th at Walker Funeral Home, Chapel Hill, 2 p.m. 

Birthdays     Anniversaries   
  2 Bill Applewhite      14 Henry & Phyllis Oakes 
  3 Evelyn Ormond    16 Margaret & Jerry Hockett 
  4 Tim Reaves    25 Jenny & Paul Wilson 
  7 Paula Chambers    28 Larry & Louise Grady 
  9 Linda Sheppard      
  17 Edie Gleaves      
  19 Bill Negron        
  19 Karl Zorowski    
  21 Jerry Hockett       

   
  
 

Bethesda United Methodist Church family give our thanks to God for a blessed 2011 year and we welcome the 2012 year. Our Ad-
ministrative Council has approved our unity projects for the first quarter. We seek your prayers for success as we work to reach out to 
the church body and those that are not involved in a church. Our goal is to touch others in a positive way. 
 
Dates to remember: 
January   21     Children's Fun Day at Plantation Fun and Pizza 
January   27     Dinner for the men and the movie Courageous 
February 11     Valentine Dinner 
March      17     Mean Green Fun Day for the Children 
March      31     Kite Flying Contest  Ages 25 to 55  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank You to the churches who have paid 100%  of 2011 District Work Fund:  Andrews Chapel, Bethel-Lebanon,  
Bladen Charge, Bluefield, Bolton Charge, Brunswick Circuit, Burgaw, Camp, Carver’s Creek, Closer Walk, Devon Park, 
Dixon’s Chapel, Evergreen, Fair Bluff-Cerro Gordo, Fifth Avenue, Garland Charge, Grace, Hallsboro, Hampstead, Har-
bor,  Herring’s Chapel, Jordan’s Chapel, Lake Waccamaw, Mishop Springs, Ocean View, Old Dock Charge, Oleander, 
Peace, Pine Valley, Purdie, Rocky Point, Salem, Sharon, Shiloh: Maco, Singletary, St. Paul (Tabor City), St. Paul’s 
(Carolina Beach), Trinity: Elizabethtown, Trinity: Kelly, Trinity: Southport, Trinity: Wilmington, Village Point, Watha, 
Wesley: Riegelwood, Wesley Memorial, Wesley’s Chapel, Wesleyan Chapel, Westview, Wrightsboro, Wrightsville, Zion 



 

January 27—Columbus Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Dale’s Seafood, Lake Waccamaw, noon 
January 31—TABLES I, II, III must be completed and submitted online  
February 2-4—Work Team to Aurora, NC 
February 7-11—Cabinet Meeting 
February 11—UMW District Spiritual Day Apart, Pine Valley UMC, Wilmington, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., see page 10 
February 15—New Hanover/Pender Sub-District Pastors’ Breakfast Gathering, Pine Valley UMC, 8:30 a.m. 
February 15—Retired Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Port City Chop House, Wilmington, noon 
February 16—Bladen Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Corner Café, Elizabethtown, noon 
February 19—Methodist Home for Children Sunday 
February 21—Brunswick Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Jerome’s Steak House, Shallotte, noon 
February 23—Columbus Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Dale’s Seafood, Lake Waccamaw, noon 
March 1-3—Work Team to Aurora, NC 
March 3—UMW Mission Studies, Ocean View UMC, Oak Island,  9 a.m. 
March 5-6—Mandatory Stewardship Seminar for New Pastors @ Trinity Center in Salter Path  
March 7— Retired Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Port City Chop House, Wilmington, noon 
March 8—Brunswick Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Jerome’s Steak House, Shallotte, noon 
March 12-14—Cabinet Meeting 
March 15—Bladen Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Corner Café, Elizabethtown, noon 
March 17—Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries Fund Raiser, First UMC, Cary 
March 22—Columbus Sub-District Pastors’ Lunch Gathering, Dale’s Seafood, Lake Waccamaw, noon 
March 24—Clergy Partners’ Day Apart, Westminster UMC, Kinston, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., see flyer on page 12 
March 28—New Hanover/Pender Sub-District Pastors’ Breakfast Gathering, Pine Valley UMC, 8:30 a.m. 
April 8 —Easter 
April 21—“Rewired” Event, Methodist Men’s Ministry Center, Goldsboro, 9:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m. 
April 24-May  4 —General Conference, Tampa Convention Center, Tampa, Florida 
May 5—Basic Lay Speaker Training, Grace UMC, Wilmington, NC 
May 6-9—District Superintendent in Revival at Harbor UMC, Wilmington 
May 15—Day of Empowerment for Moving Pastors 
May 17-25—License for Local Pastors Studies School 2012 (LLPSS) 
May 27—District Superintendent to preach at Dixon Chapel Homecoming Service 
June 13-16—2012 NC Annual Conference, Raleigh, NC 
June 26 (Tentative)—Moving Day 
June 28 (Tentative)—Mandatory ORIENTATION for Pastors New to the Conference 
July 18-20—SEJ Conference, Lake Junaluska 
July 18-21—UMW School of Christian Mission 
July 27-28—Candidacy Retreat, Garner, NC 
August 30—Epicurean Evening, Methodist Home for Children 
September 26-28—Pastors’ Retreat, Fort Caswell, Oak Island; Dr. Belton Joyner, Retreat Leader 
 

 
February 24-25, 2012 
“Hearts and Souls”  

Marriage Conference 
Sharon UMC, Supply, NC 
See flyers on pages 13-15 

Cokesbury News 
 

VBS Showcase 2012 Preview Event 
February 4, 2012 

United Methodist Building, Garner 
See flyer on page 8 

 
Christian Education Showcase 

For more details, see flyer on page 9 



 



 

 

“REWIRED”  

 
Often feel like you’re too “wired”…wound too tight? 
 Feel like the cables of your life are frayed and splitting? 
  Running the race hard, but can’t seem to get ahead of 
it all? 
The God of creation did not design you to operate like a pres-
sure cooker and stress is a choice. Come alongside men from all 
over the North Carolina Conference to discover a better way. 
- From Performance to Grace  
- From Self-sufficiency to Faith  
- From Idols to “Spirit & Truth”  
- Rewired for Biblical Manhood 

Methodist Men’s Ministry Center  
(3MC) [formerly the MERCI Center ]  

Goldsboro, North Carolina 
Saturday April 21, 2012 

9:30 – 3:30 
Cost - $40.00 (includes lunch) 



 



 



 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 

Wilmington District U M W Spiritual Day 
Apart 

Saturday,February11, 2012 
9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Pine Valley United Methodist Church 
3788 Shipyard Blvd. 

Wilmington,  NC 
 
 

So when you are offering your gift at the altar if you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you leave your gift there before the 

altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come 
and offer your gift.  Matthew 5:23-24 



 



 



 

 

 
 

COUPLES CHECKUP CONFERENCE…  
PRESCRIPTION STRENGTH 

 
On February 24-25, 2012 Sharon United Methodist Church will have the unique op-
portunity to be the host church for the 2012 Couples Checkup Conference – Pre-
scription Strength with Ron Deal.  The event is sponsored by a coalition of Bruns-
wick County churches seeking to strengthen marriages and families in the commu-
nity of Brunswick County and neighboring areas.    
 
Ron Deal is an author and speaker and is recognized as a leading expert in the mar-
riage and relationship arena.  He is a licensed marriage and family therapist who 
values the fun and entertaining aspects of a conference in addition to providing 
practical tools on how to make your marriage the best it can be. 
 
The two day event runs from 6:00-9:30 pm Friday night and 8:30-12:30 pm Saturday.  
Light refreshments and childcare will be provided.  Couples tickets are $39 until De-
cember 31st.  Scholarships will be available for those in financial need.  Each at-
tendee will receive conference materials.  Door prizes will be awarded.   
 
Participating couples will have the opportunity to take a free online couples check-
up survey and the conference will be tailored specifically to meet the needs of the 
attendees.  Each couple receives a personalized report on the strengths of their mar-
riage and helpful tools to fine tune their relationship.  For this reason, it is im-
portant to register early!  So, take advantage of the early bird discount ($39) and reg-
ister by December 31, 2011.  This would make a great holiday gift for your spouse! 
 
For more information about the speakers and agenda visit the website at 
www.heartsandsouls.org .  If you would like to be a business sponsor, or serve on 
Sharon’s host committee, please contact Steve or Donna Varnam at 910-579-3133. 
 
So reserve the dates for you and your mate and come to Sharon on February 24-25 
and be prepared to tune-up and re-charge your marriage.  You will be encouraged 
and inspired as you focus on making your marriage the best it can be!   

 



 



 


