
 

 

“ 
You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world.”  Matthew 5:13 & 14 

Ocean View United Methodist Church 
February 2012 
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Beginning February 1st the email address for the 
daily news will be ovdailynews@gmail.com and 

the email address for the newsletter will be  
ovumcnewsletter@gmail.com.  
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SCRIPTURE AND SERMONS FOR FEBRUARY 2012 
 

Saturday February 4 - 6:00 pm Service of Praise, Prayer and Holy Communion led by pastor Fred  Roberts in our      chapel, with 
meditation on Psalm 119:9-14 and Mark 6:30-34. 
 
Sunday February  5  - “Our Choice of Companions”  is  the  topic  of  pastor  Fred  Roberts’  sermon  drawn from 1 Corinthians 9:16-
23 and Mark 1:29-39 at the 8:15 am, 9:30 am (Contemporary) and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  Spanish-language  worship  at  6:30  
pm  in  our  chapel  is  led by  Gilberto Baez.  Holy Communion will be celebrated at all services.  
 
Saturday February 11 - 6:00 pm Service of Praise, Prayer and Holy Communion led by pastor Fred Roberts in our chapel, with 
meditation on Psalm 106:1-12, 19-23 and 1 Kings 12:26-32 and 13:33-34. 
 
Sunday February  12  - “Our Intentions, God’s Intentions” is the topic of pastor Fred Roberts sermon drawn from  Psalm 30 and 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27.  The closer we bring our intentions to those of God the better our lives will be!  Spanish-language worship at 
6:30 pm in our chapel is led by Gilberto Baez. 
 
Saturday February 18  - 6:00 pm Service of Praise, Prayer and Holy Communion led by pastor Fred  Roberts in our chapel, with 
meditation on Psalm 12:1-8 and James 3:1-10. 
 
Sunday February  19  - “Preaching . . Christ. . with words and without”! is  the  topic  of  pastor  Fred  Roberts’ sermon drawn from 2 
Corinthians 4:3-6 and Mark 9:2-9.    Whether we realize it or not we are preaching something to someone somehow!  Spanish-
language worship in our chapel at 6:30 pm is led by Gilberto Baez. 
 
Saturday February 25 - 6:00 pm Service of Praise, Prayer and Holy Communion led by pastor Fred Roberts in our chapel with medi-
tation on Psalm 86:1-6, Isaiah 58:6-12 and  Luke 5:27-32. 
 
Sunday February  26 -  “The Subject of Jesus’ Preaching” is the topic of pastor Fred Roberts’ sermon drawn from  Psalm 25:1-10, 1 
Peter 3:18-22 and Mark 1:14-15.   What  words  did Jesus use when he  preached?  Is the content of our witness supposed to be the 
same as Jesus’?  To whom do we witness? 

 
SPECIAL SERVICE ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22 

 
Ash Wednesday Worship at 7:00 pm, Wednesday, February 22 led by pastor Fred Roberts to begin 
the season of Lent with the traditional imposition of ashes.  Scriptures include Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, 
Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b-chpt. 6:10 and Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21. 
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Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.  
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.  
Give up worry — trust God to provide.  
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.  
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.  
Give up hatred — return good for evil.  
Give up anger — be more patient.  
Give up pettiness — become mature.  
Give up jealousy — pray for trust.  
Give up gossiping — control your tongue.  
Give up sin — turn to virtue.  
Give up giving up — persevere.  
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Last month we learned about the reliability of the Bible, particularly about the New 
Testament. This month, I’d like to address another issue regarding the Bible- this 
time, looking at those “extra books” that we do not have in our copies of the Bible- 
and just why that is. As we understand the reasons, it is my prayer that it will help 
us to trust God’s Word even more and share our faith more effectively.  
  
Some may ask, “Why is this important?”  
 
 The answer is simple: When we understand the Bible is complete and is all we 
need for “doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction so that we are completely 
able to accomplish every good work God has for us” (see 2 Tim 3:16), then we can 

share our faith with confidence, knowing what we believe and why we believe it. These additional books do not pass the tests of be-
ing the authentic Word of God. Here’s why:  
  
First of all, where did these extra books of the Old Testament come from?  
In  the  Old  Testament  times,  the  39  books that we know had been inspired, were written and collected by 425BC. According to 
Jewish tradition, Ezra, the scribe who worked with Nehemiah to resettle God’s people and rebuild Jerusalem after their captivity in 
Babylon formed the Great Synagogue, the "school of the scribes".   In  this school the Old Testament as we’ve basically come to 
know it was tested, compiled and accepted.  
  
How did they go about selecting the books?    
Two rules were followed. One, the writer of the book was a well known spokesperson for God. In each case, the writer made the 
claim to be speaking and writing the inspired Word of God. The second rule was that the book had to be error free- no errors with 
theology, history or geography at all. After 425BC, at least 14 additional books surfaced, commonly called “The Apocrypha”. The 
only church to accept them as inspired was the Roman Catholic Church. Everyone else rejected them as Scripture. Why? None of 
the writers of those extra books claimed to have divine inspiration and they all in some way contained errors of doctrine, facts and 
ethics.   (For  example,  some  of  those  books  advocate suicide, assassinating people and praying for the dead.) 
  
A similar thing happened during the time of the New Testament being tested, compiled and written. Last month we learned that the 
New Testament was written between 48AD and 95AD. During that time, three rules were followed. First, the book had to be au-
thored by either an Apostle or someone closely associated with him. Second, the writings had to be consistent with what that Apos-
tle regularly taught. Third, the book had to be regularly read in the churches.  By using these tests, the 27 books of the New Testa-
ment were brought together. This did not stop false teachers from trying though. Thus, eight books like “The Apocalypse of Peter", 
"The Gospel of Thomas", "The Gospel of Andrew" and the "Epistle of Barnabas” (to name a few) began to surface- but were re-
jected by the church because they couldn’t pass the tests of authenticity.  
  
Now, many people may be reading this and wonder, “That’s nice Jay. But how should I feel about these ‘extra books’ as a Method-
ist?”  Great question! So I looked deep into the writings of our founder, John Wesley, for some insight. Here is what he had to say:  
“The Church of Rome not only adds tradition to Scripture, but several entire books; namely, Tobit and Judith, The Book of Wisdom, 
Ecclesiasticus (note: this book is not to be confused with Ecclesiastes), Baruch, the two books of the Maccabees, and a new part of 
Esther and Daniel; “which whole books,” says the Church of Rome, “whoever rejects them, let him be accursed.” We (as Method-
ists) answer, we cannot but reject them.  We dare not receive them as part of the Holy Scriptures. For none of these books were 
received as such by the Jewish Church, “to whom were committed the oracles of God” (Romans 3:2): neither by the ancient Chris-
tian Church, as appears from the 60th Canon of the Council of Laodicea; wherein is a catalogue of the books of Scriptures, without 
any mention of these .” - John Wesley, Popery Calmly Considered (from The Works of the Reverend John Wesley, A.M., Volume 
5, page 804, Published by J. Emory and B. Waugh, 1831) 
  
So there you have it. As Christians and as Methodists, these extra books have no place in our faith. There is something interesting to 
notice though. In his writings John Wesley mentioned “The 60th Canon of the Council of Laodicea”.  I looked this up and found 
that they were a collection of church leaders who met in 363-364AD to determine, among other things: how to maintain order in the 
church, how to deal with heresy and exactly which books of the Bible were supposed to be in the Bible. Even in 364AD the church 
had clearly determined that neither the Apocrypha nor any of those New Testament “lost books” had any place in our Bible as if it 
was the Word of God.   
  
This is one of the many things I love about history. It shows how God has been in control all along, guiding his people with His 
perfect Word since the beginning. He’s preserved it and we have all the divine instructions we need when we study and live it. This 
boosts my faith, and gives me even greater courage to share the life changing Gospel of Jesus Christ with everyone I can. How 
about you?  
  

En Agape! (Greek for  “In God’s Perfect Love”), 
Jay Parkman 
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There’s something for everyone in the 
church library.  If you like to read for 
inspiration or just enjoyment check out 
the new and expanding Large Print and 
Christian fiction section.  There are also 
books on devotion, spiritual growth, 
and social action. The library has quite 

a number of reference books and resources on church 
and Christian history as well as material on the Method-
ist church. Please look over the shelves dedicated to 
books on the UMW reading list and the books chosen as 
Book Club selections. Lists of these books are displayed 
on the  wall  near  the  shelves.  There  are  some  very 
interesting and thought provoking books here on social 
issues and personal faith. Hopefully, this year more au-
dio books on CD and more DVDs can be added to the 
library. Are there materials you would like to see in the 
library or do you have ideas on ways to improve the li-
brary? This info is always important and helpful. A 
church library should reflect the needs of its congrega-
tion so please fill out a survey slip located next to the 
return  basket  and  place  it  in  the suggestion box.  
Volunteers are always welcome; please e-mail Sherrill 
Lubinsky at plubinsky@ec.rr.com. 

The book that the Ocean View Book Club will be 
reading and discussing for February is "Rooms" by 
Jim Rubart.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To read more about this book visit  

http://www.jimrubart.com/rooms.html  
 
The meeting to discuss this book will be held Tuesday, 
February 21st at 11:00 AM in the church library.  The 
group then goes to lunch afterwards for those that want 
to go. 
 
Contact Church Librarian, Sherrill Lubinksy at  
plubinsky@ec.rr.com  if you have any questions or 
interested in joining the OV Book Club. 



 

 

From the Minister of Visitation 
Pastor Jim Shaver 

 

Little John the Baptist 
Matt. 18:4-5  

"Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven. And who ever welcomes a little 

child like this in my name welcomes me. "  
 
Johnny's Mother looked out the window and noticed Him 
"playing church" with their cat. 
 
He had the cat sitting quietly and he was preaching to it. 
 
She smiled and went about her work. 
 
A while later she heard loud meowing and hissing and ran back 
To the open window to see Johnny baptizing the cat in a tub of 
water.  
 
She called out, "Johnny, stop that! The cat is afraid of water!" 
 
Johnny looked up at her and said, "He should have thought 
about that before he joined my church."  
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News from the Staff Parish Committee 
 

The Staff Parish committee held its first meeting of the 
year on January 10th.  We are looking forward to a good 
year at Ocean View. 
  
The Staff Parish committee members for 2012 are:  
Barbara Kennedy- Chair   Tony Rizzo 
Rick Koch- Vice-Chair   Karen Edwards 
Sherry Areno-Secretary    Vi Anderson 
Jim McIntosh- Lay Leader  Sue Richmond 
Sarah Leatherman-Lay Member 
     
The above committee members are always ready and will-
ing to answer any of your questions concerning our staff.  
 
We have nine wonderful employees here at Ocean View. 
Let’s not take them for granted this year. Take time to say 
“thank you” and let them know that their work is appreci-
ated.  

 
Barbara Kennedy  
Staff Parish Chair 
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Prayer for Presidents' Day 
Lord of heaven and earth, we offer you our deepest 
appreciation for this blessed land. Stir up a sense 
of stewardship in every citizen so we all may care 
for our nation and each inhabitant of it.  
 
We pray especially for our leaders. Prompt every-
one in a position of authority, from local to na-
tional leaders, to strive for righteousness, justice 
and the welfare of all citizens.  
 
Finally, we pray that we may be ever mindful of 
the psalmist’s teaching that “Happy is the nation 
whose God is the Lord …” (Psalm 33:12, NRSV). 
May that promise become real “from sea to shin-
ing sea.” Amen. 



 

 

OCEAN VIEW UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NEWS 
By Janet Shew, UMW President 
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The mission of Ocean View United 
Methodist Church is to make Disciples 
of Jesus Christ and to live the Gospel so 
every person within our reach comes to 
experience  the  love of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, transforming our commu-
nity, and the world. 

Salt-n-Light 
The newsletter of 

Ocean View United Methodist Church 
Pastor: Fred Roberts 

Email: ovumc@bellsouth.net 
 

Email: ovnewsletter@bellsouth.net 
Editor: Tom Graves 

All material copied with permission only. 
Permission to copy any material may be  

requested at the following: 
Phone: 910-278-5973 
FAX: 910-278-9999 

Web: www.ovumc.org  
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Ocean View United Methodist Church 
8400 E. Oak Island Dr. 
Oak island, NC  28465 


